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This report was carried out by
Timothy Blatchford, RIBA MA Conservation Studies AABC

The Practice is: Stone Ecclesiastical
The Address is: The Cart Shed, Manor Farm, Aust BS35 4AT
Telephone: 01454 631049

The inspection was carried out on the 14" October 2014. A second visit was
made on 15" October 2014.

The previous inspection was carried out on 22" October 2009, 5" November 2009
The weather for the on-site inspection was very wet hence the second visit.

St James The Great, Westerleigh is in the Diocese of Bristol, Archdeaconry of
Malmesbury.

Brief Description of the church:

The church consists of entrance porch, tower, nave, chancel, south aisle with
organ chamber and vestry at east end.

The Church is orientated approximately east west and the four main points of the
compass are referred to in describing elements of the fabric.

Brief Architectural Notes:

The church has 13%" c. origins of which the Nave north wall, including the doorway
and adjacent window remain, the majority being rebuilt in the 15™ c. when the
South Aisle, Tower and Porch were added. The building was restored following
fire in the late 19™ c.

The 3 stage tower has finely patterned stonework and also has pierced parapets,
crocheted pinnacles and a stair turret with spirelet.

Notable features include. 17" c. carved screen and posts to Tower base; 18" c.
gallery; carved font; 18™ c. painted coat of arms; fragments of medieval glass
(possibly?); 15™ c. Sedilia and pulpit.

The church celebrated its 700 year anniversary in 2004.
Materials:

The roof is of sandstone tiles. The walls of the church are built with pennant
sandstone mainly coursed rubble with bath stone type ashlar window and door
dressings. The tower is built with coursed squared pennant stone rubble and bath
stone type dressings.
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Listed Status:

The church is listed Grade | and the listing status extends to the church yard wall
and gates. There are 15 Grade Il listed tombs in the graveyard.

The P.C.C. has received English Heritage and other funding for repairs.
Trees in the church yard:

There are some substantial trees in the church yard but it is understood that they
are not subject to tree preservation orders.

Car Parking:
There is no parking on the site.

The church yard is slightly elevated and there is a step to be negotiated when
approaching from the east pedestrian gate in the north wall of the church yard.
The wide gate adjacent has a level approach from the pavement running parallel
with the northern boundary wall. The western approach has several steps.
Access between the church yard and the church and within the church is straight
forward. There is no w.c. accommodation in the church.
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The following report itemises each component with photographs where relevant and a
code letter to denote the urgency of work required.

AT Urgent, requiring immediate attention.

B 1 Requires attention within 12 months.

C 1 Requires attention within the next 18 1 24 months.
D i Requires attention within the quinquennial period.
E i A desirable improvement with no timescale.

M1 Routine maintenance (i.e. clearing leaves from a gutter). This can be done without
professional advice or a faculty.
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2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

BASIS OF THE REPORT

Main Report i Introduction
Limitations

This is a summary report only, as is required by the Inspection of Churches
Measure; it is not a specification for the execution of the work and must not be
used as such.

The PCC is reminded that their minutes must record the fact that application is
being made for a certificate or faculty, and that a copy of that Minute must
accompany the application together with a full specification, drawings where
applicable, and an estimate of the cost of the work.

In any application for grant-aids, a full specification is always required.

Although the Measure required the church to be inspected by an architect every
five years, it should be realised that serious trouble may develop in between these
surveys if minor defects are left unattended.

It is strongly recommended that the Church Wardens should make, or cause to be
made, a careful inspection of the fabric at least once a year, and arrange for
immediate attention to such minor matters as displaced slates and leaking pipes.

Further helpful guidance may be had fromthe pamphl et , O6How
Churchoé, obtainable from Church House
SW1.

All accessible parts of the building were inspected. A ladder was used to gain
access to the valley gutter between the nave and south aisle. Otherwise the
inspection was conducted from ground level and other vantage points in the tower,
west gallery and the tower roof.

It is emphasised that the inspection has been purely visual and that no enclosed
spaces or inaccessible parts, such as boarded floors, roof spaces, or hidden
timbers at the wall-heads have been opened up for inspection.

Items not inspected:
Only where inaccessible.

Please note that this report is restricted to the general condition of the building and
its defects.

Schedule of works completed since the previous quinguennial inspection report

Fire extinguisher tested annually.
Lightning conductor tested: further work required.
Boundary walls i some repairs carried out.
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2.5 continued . . .

2.6

2.7

2.8

The building contract of 2013 included the following items:

The roof was completely re slated using Herefordshire Sandstone from
Herefordshire Sandstone Supplies Ltd and Black Mountain Quarries Ltd.

Existing slates were re used on the south slope of the aisle.

Slates from Herefordshire Sandstone Supplies Ltd were used on the north slope
of the nave and inner roof slopes were covered in material from Black Mountain
Quarries.

Some masonry repairs were carried out to stone dressings.

Drainage of surface water was completely overhauled with larger section cast iron
guttering than had existed previously. The down pipes were extended as
necessary down to channels, channels were repaired and new soakaways
provided.

The church was re decorated internally with lime wash.

Pew platforms were repaired and some discreet pointing to the stone flag floor
was carried out together with repairs to the quarry tiled passageways.

In addition there were repairs to the weathervane and finials were replaced to one
of the pinnacles.

A new oak tower roof door was installed.

Sundry re-pointing works were carried out to the tower walls and walls of the
church as necessary i mainly the filling of open vertical joints in the masonry.

Tests were carried out on the electrical installation in 2013.

A test on the lightning conductor was carried out in 2013 which failed and more
work to the system is scheduled for December 2014.

Alterations, Additions and Demolitions referred to later in report.

General Condition of the Building

The general condition of the building is very good.

Work outside the church yard which may have an impact on the church and its
setting - none as far as is known.
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REPORT ON THE VISUAL INSPECTION i EXTERIOR

3.1 Roof Coverings

Roof Coverings

All the sloping roofs are covered in stone
slates. All slopes were recovered last year.
The south slope of the south aisle was
covered in reclaimed pennant sandstone
slates from the church. All other slopes were
covered in new Devonian, Old Red Sandstone
Slates.

All roof coverings are in good condition. Most
of the existing ridge tiles were re-used.

The lead covered valley gutter was replaced
at the same time as the comprehensive roof
works.

The roof slopes are as follows:

Aisle South Slope

Nave North Slope West of Porch
Nave North Slope East of Porch
Chancel North Slope

Porch West Slope

Porch East Slope

Ai sl e North o6inner6 s
Nave Soutslpedi nner 06
Chancel South O6innerd
Condition: Very good.
Repair Needs: None.
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Tower Roof This is a flat lead covered roof in bays with
solid core rolls, laid to falls to gutters on north
and south sides which discharge into shutes.
There are lead cover flashings to the
abutments.

Condition: The lead coverings to the tower roof together
with gutters and shuts are in good condition.
Cover flashings to abutments were replaced
before the major roof repair programme as a
pre-condition of Heritage Lottery Funding set
by English Heritage.

Repair Needs: None.
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3.2 Rainwater Goods and Disposal Systems

Condition:

Repair Needs:

3.3 Below Ground Drainage

All rainwater goods and disposal systems
are in good condition.

Most of the guttering is new together with
down pipes. Square section downpipes on
the chancel and dated rain heads were
retained.

There are cast iron rainwater goods in the
following locations:

Aisle South Side

Aisle West End

Nave North Side West of Porch
Nave North Side East of Porch
Porch West Side

Porch East Side

Chancel North Side

Chancel East Side

Very Good

None

Rainwater Channels at the base of the walls

Condition:

Repair Needs:
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The channels at the base of the east and
north walls are constructed with brick.

Channels which surround the base of the
tower are constructed of concrete.

New soakaway arrangements have been
made at east and west ends of the church.

None
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3.4 Parapets and Upstand Walls

Condition:

Condition:
Repair Needs:

3.5 Walling

Condition:

Repair Needs:

Tower Masonry

St James the Great, Westerleigh
Quinquennial Inspection
October 2014

All parapets and upstand walls are in good
condition.

Copings and cover flashings in the following
locations:

Aisle East End South Slope

Aisle West End South Slope

Aisle East End North Slope

Aisle West End North Slope

Nave West End North Slope i tower
abutment flashing

Nave West End South Slope i tower
abutment flashing

Nave East End North Slope

Nave East End South Slope
Chancel East End North Slope
Chancel East End South Slope

Very good.

None

The tower masonry is in good condition
although it is recognised that carved figures
and other decorations at high level have
suffered from weathering.

None

The tower walling is of dressed, squared and
coursed pennant stone rubble with Bath
Stone type dressings and a pattern of
jumpers within the general masonry.

There were eroded joints referred to in the
previous report and these were filled during
the repair contract in 2013.

Tower masonry is quite eroded at roof level
and some finials were replaced in 2013
together with the weather vane finial and
weather vane pin.

There is a horizontal displacement of the
new stone below the finial.
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The Tower, East Wall seen Mortar joints in the upper stage are eroded

from the valley gultter. and small holes were noted in the south east
corner. Eroded joints were noted also in the
centre of the second stage. There is a small
hole above the moulding in the south east

buttress.
The Tower, North Wall There is some erosion of masonry in the
including the staircase turret. upper stage. The bell openings appear to be

in good order. The clock face is in good
condition. There is some erosion of the
dressings to the opening below the clock but
it appears to be in sound condition. The
masonry of the bottom stage and the plinth is
generally in good condition.

The Tower, West Wall The trees prevented a proper viewing of this
side of the tower. Generally the masonry
appears to be in order. Some repointing of
open joints at high level was carried out last
year.

Chancel, North Wall The roughly coursed rubble walling is in
good condition.

The second window masonry is good. Some
erosion is visible in the window tracery.

Condition Good

Repair Needs None to tower. Weather vane finial masonry
subject to investigation December 2014.

Nave, North Wall (east of
porch)

The wall in in good condition.
Repair Needs: Fill crack and monitor.

Porch, East Wall

Condition: This wall is in good condition including the
ashlar dressings.

Repair Needs: None at present.
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North Wall of Porch

Condition: Both the rubble walling and dressed stone
elements are in good condition. The niche
dressings are very weathered but appear
sound. The top stone in the label mould is
beginning to deteriorate.

Repair Needs: None at present.

West Wall of Porch

Condition: The rubble walling is generally in good
condition.
Repair Needs: None at present.

North Wall of Nave West of Porch

Condition: This wall is stone rubble with some brick
repair and a brick course at eaves level all in
good condition.

Repair Needs: None at present.

West Wall of South Aisle

Condition: Rubble walling in good condition. There is a
vertical crack above the buttress. The high
level window stone dressings are in good
condition.

Repair Needs: Fill crack and monitor.
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South Aisle South Wall

Stone rubble wall.

Condition: The general condition of this wall is good.

The stone heagddooni§ t he
spalling in a minor way.

Repair Needs: None
South Aisle East Wall Stone rubble wall.
Condition: The wall is generally in good condition.

There are some brick repairs.
Repair Needs: None at present.

Chancel East Wall

Condition: The rubble stone wall in good condition.
Some joints are open near the junction of the
downpipe and the chancel.

Repair Needs: Fill the low level open joints. B
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3.6 Timber Porches, Doors and Canopies

Doors

The doors are constructed of oak with iron
fittings.

Condition: Porch door, church entrance door, south door,
tower door T these doors are all in good order.

The tower roof access door was replaced in
2013. The priestos di

Rust is present on the hinges of the south
door andogriestds d

Repair Needs: The priestds door req! B
repairs. Corroding architectural ironmongery
requires treating.

3.7 Windows

The windows are all in good condition
although there are some problems with
masonry components due to corroding saddle
bars.

Chancel North Wall The hopper mentioned in the last report has
been repaired in 2013.

Tower West Wall The faults mentioned in the last report have
been rectified in 2013.
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Nave, North Wall (east of
porch

Condition: There is evidence of some movement in the
head and west jamb of window sV (700 year
memorial).

The second window dressings are in good

condition.
Repair Needs Fill crack and monitor. B
Porch, East Wall
Condition: It was noted that the central window mullion of

the 2 light window nVI has a cementitious
repair and the tracery is delaminating slightly.

Repair Needs: None at present.
St James the Great, Westerleigh
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West Wall of Porch

Condition: The 2 light window nVII has very eroded
masonry and has some plastic repairs.

Repair Needs: None at present.

North Wall of Nave West of Porch

Condition: Some minor cracks are visible in the window
masonry and evidence of old plastic type
repairs.

Repair Needs: None at present.

South Aisle East Wall

Condition:

Repair Needs: Monitor the window sl and masonry dressings
for movement.
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REPORT ON THE VISUAL INSPECTION i INTERIOR

3.8 Tower

Tower Ground Floor

The ceiling is effectively coffered i.e. with
plaster panels between a series of moulded
beams intersecting at right angles. The
central panel is a trap for raising or lowering
bells. The panels are whitewashed between
stained beams. There is an access trap door
in the south east corner.

Condition: The ceiling is in good condition, apart from an
untidy hole where electrical cables rise
through the ceiling from the consumer unit
below.

There are timber posts between the ground
floor and the ringing chamber.

The west wall is a whitewashed plastered wall
which surrounds the west door. Itis in good
condition if a little marked in places.

The north wall is whitewashed plastered in
sound condition. It contains the electrical
switch gear.

The east wall contains the timber screen and
door with the tower arch. It is in good
condition.

The south wall is whitewashed plaster. Itisin
good condition as far as could be seen being
partly obscured by a cupboard.

The floor is paved with large stone flags and is
generally in good condition.

Repair Needs: Repair ceiling at cable aperture and decorate. D
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Ringing Chamber

Condition:

The ceiling (white painted plaster) has a
circular central hatch and six apertures for bell
ropes. There is some dilapidation in the south
east corner.

The west wall contains the tower west window
commented as above. The south wall is
exposed masonry above six foot high vertical
timber boarded dado in good condition. The
east wall displays the top of the tower arch in
which a glazed screen is fitted above a black
timber screen containing a door into the west
gallery in the nave. These elements all
appear to be in good condition.

The Ringing Chamber South Wall is exposed
masonry above six foot high black coated
vertical boarded dado panelling, all in good
condition.

The floor is carpeted and could only be viewed
at the edges. This boarded floor is in good
condition, apart from some insect infestation
at the eastern edge which appears to be
historic.

Repair Needs: Repair ceiling at south east corner and D
decorate.
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The Gallery

The floor of the gallery is in three tiers.

Condition: Some evidence of infestation is present in the
floor boards which may be historic.

The floor of the gallery is in three tiers. The
floor boards have been repaired and are
generally sound. The balustrade is
horizontally boarded on the west side and is
in good condition.

The gallery screen decorations are breaking
down in places.

Repair Needs: Clean the gallery screen carefully to retain E
historic decorative finish.
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Tower Stairs

Condition:

Repair Needs:
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The tower stairs run clockwise and rise from a
small door in the north east corner of the
tower.

The tower stairs and staircase walls are in
good condition. Water was seen dripping from
a cable, which enters through a small window
about 3 metres above ground level.

Re-route the table to an agreed path. A

Page 19 of 47



3.9 Bells and Bell Frames

Belfry The roof soffit i.e. boards on joists supported
by a central chamber beam.

The bell frame is iron and contains six bells.

Condition: All components appear to be in good
condition. The walls of masonry all are in
good condition. All the window openings have
been fitted with plywood panels drilled with
ventilation holes. These were recently
decorated externally at the time of the re-
roofing contract and are in good condition.

Bell frame bearings in the tower walls
appeared to be sound. There were no
obvious faults with any of the bells, the bell
frame head stocks and rope guides. The bells
are in use.

The boarded floor is in good condition.
Ironwork such as bell head stocks and the
access ladder have been recently decorated.

Repair Needs: None
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3.10 Clocks and Their Enclosures

Clock Chamber

There is a simple oak board door with
ventilation holes which closes against the
opening.

Condition: The coursed rubble walls on all sides are in
good condition. The door is in good condition
but the iron fittings are corroding.

The underside of the belfry floor appeared to
be in good condition.

The boarded floor of the clock chamber
appeared to be in good condition also.

The timber box bell rope guides appeared to
be in good condition.

Repair Needs: Treat door fittings for rust and decorate B
corroded fittings.
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